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Regular Worship 
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Advent Evening Prayer 
December 4, 11, & 18 
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Handbell Anthem   “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 
 
Welcome, Silent Prayer, and Ringing of the Bells 
 
Opening Hymn: “Hark the Glad Sound” Hymn #349 

 

 

 
 

Service of Light 

Stand 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Phos Hilaron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



Thanksgiving for Light 
L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your 

people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a 
lamp to our feet and light to our path; for You are merciful, and You 
love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
 
Sit 
 

Psalmody 

Psalm 141 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
L Let us pray. 

Silence for individual prayer 

L Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and 
let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we 
may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole 
heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 
  



First Reading Romans 12:1-8 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given 
to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many 
members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, 
though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us 
use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; 
the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, 
with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

L   O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Silence for reflection 
 
Handbell Anthem   “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
 
Second Reading Matthew 2:1-12 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where 
is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the 
prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly 
and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 
came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw 
the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 



and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 

L   O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Silence for reflection 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Once He Came in Blessing” Hymn #333 

 

 

 

 
 
Sermon 
 

  



Canticle 

Stand 
 
Magnificat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer 

Litany 

 

 
 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For Matthew, our synodical president, Lee, our district president, for 
all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the 
people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For Joseph and Michael, for all public servants, for the government 
and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened 
in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in 
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and 
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 



L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 

 

 
 
Silence for individual prayer 
 

 

 
 
Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot 
give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
  



Lord’s Prayer 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed by Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus 

 

 
 
Benediction 

 

 
 
  



Closing Hymn: “Christ, Mighty Savior”    Hymn #881 

 

 

 

 

Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003376 
Hymn 333: Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Hymn 881: Text: © 1982 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. 
Music Services (ASCAP). Tune: © 1984 Washington National Cathedral. Used by permission:  
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